
Vacaville Unified School District 

Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

Application for Appointment 

Information 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) shall be to inform the 

public concerning the expenditure of the bond proceeds.  This includes the following activities: 

 To actively review and report on the proper expenditure of Measure A funds for 

school construction and renovation. 

 To advise the public as to whether the school district is in compliance with the 

requirements of Article XIIIA, Section 1(b)(3) of the California Constitution, that 

is, that the bond funds are spent on facilities and not on teacher or administrator 

salaries or on school operating expenses. 

 

Membership Requirements:  By law, the COC must have at least seven members, with five 

categories prescribed.  The Measure A COC has nine members, with five categories 

prescribed.  The other members are at-large members.  The five categories are: 

 One member who is active in a business organization representing the business 

community located within the school district; 

 One member who is active in a senior citizens’ organization. 

 One member who is active in a bona fide taxpayers’ organization. 

 One member who is a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in the Vacaville 

Unified School District; 

 One member who is a parent or guardian of a child enrolled in the Vacaville 

Unified School District, and who is active in a parent-teacher organization. 

 

By law, the members shall not be current employees, current board members, or currently a 

vendor, consultant, or contractor with the Vacaville Unified School District.   

 

COC members may be required by Board policy to annually complete State of California Fair 

Political Practices Commission (FPPC) Conflict of Interest forms.  

 

Background on General Obligation Bonds in California and Measure A: Measure A is a 

$194 million general obligation bond measure which includes funding for school facility 

renovation, upgrades, new construction, and technology.  The measure passed with a 

substantial 60% approval on November 4, 2014. 

 

Prior to the successful passage of Measure A, the District’s voters had passed Measure V, for 

$101.3 million in November, 2001.  Measure V passed with an overwhelming 69% approval. 

 

Prior to the successful passage of Measure V in November, 2001, the last successful local 

General Obligation bond in the VUSD was in 1978 for about $2 million.  That bond funded the 

construction of Sierra Vista Elementary School, Orchard Elementary School, the multi-purpose 

room at Elmira Elementary, and the gymnasium at Jepson Middle School.  The passage of 

Proposition 13 in 1979 removed the ability of K-12 school districts in the state to hold General 

Obligation bond elections from 1979 to 1986, when that authority was restored.  At the time, a 



  

2/3 vote majority was required.  The next local bond attempt in the VUSD was in March, 1995, 

which was unsuccessful with about 40% of the vote.  The next attempt was Measure N, in June 

2000, which was unsuccessful with 63.2% of the vote. 

 

The passage of Proposition 39 by California’s voters in November, 2000, allowed local school 

bonds to be approved with a 55% vote majority provided that certain provisions are followed, 

including the formation of a Citizens’ Oversight Committee.  Measure V passed with a 69% 

vote majority, even though only 55% was needed.  Vacaville voters authorized a maximum of 

$101.3 million.  The plan includes renovation projects at almost all schools and construction of 

a new high school.  In February, 2006, the Board of Education, after a months-long public 

process, voted not to build a new high school with these funds, due to declining enrollment, 

and to reallocate the remaining (at that time) $36 million of the bond to other projects on the 

project list. 

 

Timeline for COC Applications and Appointment:  This appointment period is to appoint 

three members to the Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee.   

 

All applications are due no later than 4:00pm on Wednesday, October 21, 

2020. Interviews will be held the week of October 26, 2020.  
 

This application packet must be submitted in advance of the application due date and time by 

faxing to (707) 453-7132, or by U.S. Mail or hand-delivery, to:  Vacaville Unified School 

District, Educational Services Center, Facilities Department, 401 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, 

CA 95687; or by emailing to Jenniferk@vacavilleusd.org.   

 

If you have questions concerning the COC, please feel free to contact Mr. Daniel Banowetz, 

Chief Facilities, Maintenance and Operations Officer at (707) 453-6138 or by emailing to 

dbanowetz@vacavilleusd.org. 

 

The COC Selection Committee may consist of VUSD staff, Board of Education members, 

current Measure A COC members and others, to be selected by the Superintendent.  Interviews 

will be scheduled in a timely matter.  The Selection Committee will recommend candidates to 

the Board of Education for appointment at a regular Board meeting.  

 

Brief Summary of the COC:  The Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee typically meets 

the second Wednesday of each month, except July and December.  Meetings will occur in the 

evenings, and will be scheduled by staff.  Times and dates are subject to change.  The meetings 

may be held at various school sites or other District locations.  Meetings may be cancelled and 

additional meetings may be scheduled upon the request of the Chairperson or staff.  If a 

member has more than three unexcused (lack of prior notification to the District) absences, 

they may be removed from the COC by the Board of Education.  The meetings follow the 

Brown Act, and are public, posted meetings.  COC members are required to follow the Brown 

Act rules. 

 

There are three officers of the COC:  Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, and Spokesperson.  

Officers are elected in each year.  COC members should have an email address that they check 



  

frequently, and the ability to print documents, as memos and other informational items are 

often distributed electronically.  Agenda packets are delivered or mailed to the COC members 

generally a week prior to the meeting. Members are expected to read the agenda items and ask 

questions of staff or the Chair prior to the meeting.  There are currently two operating 

subcommittees anticipated:  Executive Committee (made up of the three officers) and Selection 

Subcommittee who interviews prospective candidates and recommends appointments to the 

Board in future.  These committees are subject to change. 

 

The COC operates as an Advisory Committee of the Board of Education and is governed by 

rules and regulations in Board policy, and administrative regulations.  In addition, the prior 

Measure V COC had developed and operated under what they called the COC Purpose and 

Implementation Plan, 2002.  Applicants are encouraged to read and understand the board 

policies and the Implementation Plan prior to applying to the COC, especially to understand 

the role of the COC relative to the Board. 

 

New Members’ Orientation:  Once appointed, new members are encouraged to attend an 

orientation session regarding the COC roles and responsibilities, laws surrounding the 

formation and establishment of a COC for a general obligation bond, the Brown Act 

(establishing rules and restrictions for members regarding open meetings and decision-making 

processes,) and information regarding K-12 public school facility construction laws, 

regulations, and processes. 

 

Past agendas and minutes of the Measure A COC as well as all other documents concerning the 

construction projects are available on the District’s website at www.vacavilleusd.org, or during 

regular business hours at the VUSD Educational Services Center, Facilities Department, 401 

Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, CA 95687, telephone (707) 453-6138.   

 

Attachments: Application 

  Proposed Schedule of Meetings 2020 - 2021 

COC Purpose and Implementation Plan 

  Board of Education Policies 

  COC Categories 

http://www.vacavilleusd.org/


  

Vacaville Unified School District 

Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

Application 

 

Purpose:  The purpose of the Citizens’ Oversight Committee (COC) shall be to inform the 

public concerning the expenditure of the bond proceeds.  This includes the following activities: 

 To actively review and report on the proper expenditure of Measure A funds for 

school construction and renovation. 

 To advise the public as to whether the school district is in compliance with the 

requirements of Article XIIIA, Section 1(b)(3) of the California Constitution, that 

is, that the bond funds are spent on facilities and not on teacher or administrator 

salaries or on school operating expenses. 

 

APPLICATION FOR APPOINTMENT 

General Information 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address (including street number, street name, city and zip code):  

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone # (home): ________________________ (cell): ________________________ 

(Tell us which telephone number you would prefer to be contacted on) 

 

E-mail (to be used for COC business) _________________________________________ 

 

Employment Information 

Name of Employer: _______________________________________________________ 

 

Work Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone # (Work): ______________________________________________________ 

(Tell us if this is your preferred telephone number for contact during day) 

 

Educational Background  

Highest Degree Achieved: ____ High School _____ College _____ Graduate Degree 

 

College and/or University: __________________________________________________ 

 

Vocational and/or Other Institutions: __________________________________________ 

Certificate/Technical Training Degree: ________________________________________ 

 

Additional Information 

Have you been a member of any VUSD- or school-based committee?  [  ] Yes  [  ] No 

If so, in what capacity and what committee? ____________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 



  

 

Have you ever been employed by the Vacaville Unified School District?  [  ] Yes  [  ] No 

 

Are you now employed by the Vacaville Unified School District?  [  ] Yes  [  ] No 

 

List present or past membership in any community service, civic or youth organization: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List participation in seminars, workshops, volunteer work, professional organizations, etc. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Qualifications:  Describe your skills, training, and experience in finance, facilities and/or 

construction if applicable. (attach additional pages if necessary). 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please answer the following questions: 

 

1.  How long have you been a resident of Vacaville? ____ years _____ months 

 

2.  Are you a parent or guardian of a child who is currently a student in the Vacaville Unified 

School District?   [   ] Yes   [   ] No 

 

3.  Are you an employed or contractor to any company or organization that does currently or 

has done business in the past with any department, office, person or board member of the 

Vacaville Unified School District?  [    ] yes, currently  [    ] yes, in the past 

       [    ] no, not ever 

 

4.  Do you know of any other reason such as a conflict of interest, which would adversely 

affect your ability to serve on the Citizens’ Oversight Committee?  [    ] Yes  [   ] No 

If so, please describe:   

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.  Explain why you want to be appointed to this committee:  (You may attach extra pages if 

needed.) 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 



  

 

Personal References: 
List references who have knowledge of your character, experience and abilities.  Do not 

include names of relatives.  (You may attach letters of reference from those listed if you wish.) 

 

Name    Address  Phone  Business/Occupation 
 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Certificate of Applicant: 

All answers and statements in this document are true and complete to the best of my 

knowledge and belief. 

 

Signature of Applicant:  ______________________________ Date:  ________________ 

 

All applications are due no later than 4:00pm on Wednesday, October 21, 

2020. Interviews will be held the week of October 26, 2020.  
 

 

Please mail or deliver the application to: Vacaville Unified School District, Educational 

Services Center, 401 Nut Tree Road, Vacaville, CA  95687. Or by email to 

jenniferk@vacavilleusd.org .   Applications will be accepted until the vacancies are filled.   

 

Faxed applications are acceptable.  The fax number is (707) 453-7132.  

 

Incomplete applications are grounds for disqualification. 

 

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please call Mr. Daniel 

Banowetz, Chief Facilities, Maintenance and Operations Officer at (707) 453-6138 or by 

emailing to dbanowetz@vacavilleusd.org. 

 

Thank you.   

 
 

 



  

Vacaville Unified School District 
Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

Remaining Proposed Calendar of Meetings – 2019 
 

NOTE:  SCHEDULE AND LOCATIONS 
The Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee may meet 

every other month at 6:00 p.m. on dates to be determined.  
Meetings may become more frequent as the facilities 

program and construction projects increase in number.  
Meetings are generally held at various school site locations 

or other District locations.   

 

The meetings are open to the public and are subject to the 
Brown Act open meetings law.  Please check the District 
website, www.vacavilleusd.org for agendas, minutes and 
any changes in meetings dates, times or locations, or call 

the Facilities Department at (707) 453-6138. 

 
Proposed Upcoming Meetings:   
(Location varies.) 
 
 
 
October 14, 2020 
 
January 13, 2021 
 
February 10, 2021 
 
March 10, 2021 
 
April 14, 2021 
 
May 12, 2021 
 
June 9, 2021 
 



  

 

Vacaville Unified School District 

Measure A Citizens’ Oversight Committee 

Member Roster as of September 2020 
 

Name     Category   Current Term 

 

Ron Drinkard    Business  

 

Doug Beaumont    Senior Citizen  

 

Robert Choisser   Taxpayer Association 

 

Laura Petty    Parent of VUSD Student 

 

Maria Cunning   Parent and member of parent organization 

 

Bruce DuClair    At-Large 

 

Jeffery Fletcher   At-Large 

 

Pamela Dentino   At-Large 

 

 

Personal information is not included at the request of COC members. 

 

Officers February 2020 – January 2021:   Chairperson –  Ron Drinkard 

      Vice-Chairperson-- Robert Choisser 

      Spokesperson-- Laura Petty 
 

Member Selection Subcommittee:  (Three members of the COC) 

 

 


